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Mr Ranby, worse? " cried she. Ranby, for the first time in his
life, not minding her went on, " As she is always insisting that
the whole species is corrupt, she cannot help allowing that she
herself has not quite escaped the infection. Now to be a sinner in
the gross and a saint in the detail 5 that is, to have all sins, and no
faults, is a thing I do not quite comprehend." After he had left
the room, which he did as the shortest way of allaying the storm,
she apologized for him, saying, " he was a well-meaning man,
and acted up to the little light he had," but added, " that he was
unacquainted with religious feelings, and knew little of the
nature of conversion." 1
Hannah More enjoyed Scott's novels; but, sad to relate,
" She thought that, though his works were free from the coarse-
ness of earlier writers, they were deficient in the practical precepts
to be gleaned from them." 2
Another contemporary whose novels were in great request Mrr
with the serious-minded, Mary Brunton (1778-1818), was a Brunton
native of the Orkneys and wife of a Scottish pastor. She had read
some philosophy, chiefly of the Scottish school of common sense;
and her husband said of her fiction, " To its moral usefulness she
uniformly paid much more regard than to its literary character." 8
The object of Self-Control (1811) was " to show the power of
the religious principle in bestowing self-command." The lesson
of Discipline (1814) was " that the mind must be trained by
suffering ere it can hope for usefulness or for true enjoyment." 4
Emmeline, which she never finished, showed what little chance
there was of happiness when a divorced wife married the co-
respondent. All three are of interest now chiefly as evidence of
what a large section of the reading public wanted, and what a
moral gulf separated that section from the frivolous people of
fashion on the one side and the unreclaimed lower classes on the
other. It is edifying to realize what social ostracism was the
normal chastisement of such a " crime " as Emmeline's in 1819,
the days of the Prince Regent.
Both Self-Control and Discipline are far too melodramatic to
carry conviction, and hence far inferior as didactic stories to
1 Chap. 7.
1 Hannah More, by Miss Yonge, 182.
1 Introduction to Emmtlint>vjitk tomt otktr Pitcts (18.20), xix.
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